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golden hood: The big  

bad wolf meets his match!

A Funny Fable, a Clever Fool, Magic Fire, 
Alphabet Zoo and our Winning Poem!

Pegasus
roboTs on MArs! Join  
our adventure in space!

Puzzles and fun too!



“She had made it from a ray of sunshine.” 



8
Favourite Fairy Tales

Little Golden Hood
The true story of what happened 
with the big, bad wolf.

Read happily ever after...

Around the World Tales

14The Sky Brothers Bring Fire
An Aboriginal tale about where  
the very first fire came from.

18
Famous Fables

The Cockerel and  
the Diamond 
There are feathers in  
a flap in the farmyard!

Storytime Playbox

45Design your own robot, search 
for treasure, create some cool  
monsters, plus puzzling fun!

Tales from Today

Stanley and the  
Rampaging Robot
By Stan Byford. Join Captain  
Stanley on a mission to Mars. 

Storyteller’s Corner

38Moscione the Fool 
Some people are cleverer than 
they look, maybe even Moscione!

Story Magic

Our favourite new books – and 
don’t miss our free resources 
and activity packs. 50

Myths and Legends 

22Pegasus the Winged Horse
Greek hero Bellerophon and 
Pegasus do battle with a 
three-headed beast. 
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Alphabet Zoo 
Amazing animals for you to meet, 
beginning with the letters D and E.

Poems and Rhymes

35The Seahorses 
By Bryn Patel Stephens.  
Explore a starry constellation  
under the sea.

Poems and Rhymes

6

On The COver

Prize- Winning  POem! 

Treat yourself!



The Seahorses
A constellation of seahorses,

Blue glistening fins,

Scaly skin, rough, bumpy.

Glowing brightly in the blue night of the sea.

Dancing, gliding, floating,

A duvet of love and warmth covering everything it sees.

Entrancing, gorgeous, glowing,

Shifting through the endless forest of emerald seaweed.

Hiding in the coral,

Slowly drifting to the surface,

Covered in white frost-like patterns.

A constellation of seahorses.

By Bryn Patel Stephens
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Little Golden Hood
Once upon a time, there was a little girl called Red Riding 

Hood who got charmed and tricked and gobbled up by  
a big bad wolf, along with her sweet old grandmother.

Favourite Fairy Tales

But that’s not what really happened that day. In fact, she didn’t even wear a red 

hood! No. The real star of the story was a brave little girl called Blanchette.

Her friends and family rarely ever used the name Blanchette, however, as she 

was always wearing the wonderful hooded cloak her dear grandmother had 

made for her. It was a glistening golden colour and her grandmother (who some 

people believed to be a witch) claimed she had made it from a ray of sunshine.

The little girl loved her cloak so much, she wore it all the time. That’s how she 

came to be known by everyone as Little Golden Hood.

One day, Little Golden Hood’s mother said, “You’re old enough now to walk to 

your grandmother’s house alone, my dear, so why don’t you take her this cake?”
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Little Golden Hood felt very proud of 

her errand and couldn’t wait to set off.

“Don’t stop and chat to anyone on the 

way and don’t wander off in the wood. 

Do you understand?” asked her mother.

“Yes, Mama!” nodded Little Golden 

Hood eagerly. She tucked the cake in 

her basket and set off along the path. 

Her grandmother lived in the next 

village and, to reach her house, Little 

Golden Hood had to pass through a 

big, dark, scary wood. 

She had only just stepped into the 

wood, when she heard a strange 

rustling noise in the bushes. 

“Who goes there?” asked Little Golden 

Hood, feeling nervous.

“It is I, the friendly wolf!” said a large 

brown wolf, slinking out from the 

shadows. But he wasn’t a friendly wolf 

at all. He was a big, bad wolf and he 

had been licking his lips, watching Little 

Golden Hood walk along the path.

Just then, some woodcutters appeared 

on the path ahead, carrying big, shiny 

axes. So, instead of grabbing Little 

Golden Hood and gobbling her up as 

he had planned, the wolf bounded up 

to her like a big, friendly dog.

“You must be Golden Hood!” said the 

wolf, observing her cloak. “I’ve heard 

so much about you. It’s very nice to 

meet you at last.”

“And what is your name?” asked the 

little girl, as they strolled along.



Stanley and the 
Rampaging Robot 
S tar date: 01/05/2020. Just  

before breakfast. Captain  
Stanley awoke, stretched, and  
pulled on his space suit. 
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By Stan Byford

As he headed towards the kitchen,  

Chief Medical Officer Mummy called,  

“Hello, Captain! How are you today?” 

“Figgleflobble,” replied Stanley.

“Oh my!” said Mummy. “Captain Stanley  

has space sickness again. We need to  

get you to the medical centre.” 

“It’s okay, Mummy,” said Stanley. “I’m just 

using my imagination to make up new 

words. It’s good to keep practising.” 

“Yes, it is,” replied Mummy, feeling  

relieved. “Without his imagination, 

Engineer Daddy couldn’t make all  

those amazing inventions of his.”

Tales from Today



      ‘O’Connor was standing beneath

Suddenly, an alarm sounded. “Alert!  

Alert! Captain Stanley, gather your 

crew. A robot has gone on the 

rampage on Mars.” 

Captain Stanley quickly loaded his 

spacecraft with tools and some jam 

sandwiches … just in case. Then, he 

called for Engineer Daddy on his 

radio. No reply – just static. 

“Mummy, where’s Engineer Daddy?” 

asked Stanley. 

“Daddy is in the Space Hologram  

Engineering Department,” replied 

Mummy, smiling. 

“Oh, the shed,” said Stanley.

Stanley made his way out to the shed 

and, sure enough, Daddy was up to 

his eyebrows in tools, wires and bits 

of metal and plastic. 

“Daddy, we need you for a mission,” 

said Stanley in a serious voice, and 

he explained the situation on Mars.

“I have just the thing,” Daddy said 

proudly. “It’s my new invention. I call 

it the Robot Energy Manual Override 

Trigger Effect. Or R.E.M.O.T.E. for short.”

Captain Stanley, Engineer Daddy and 

Chief Medical Officer Mummy took 
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the R.E.M.O.T.E. and climbed into their 

spacecraft. Captain Stanley took the 

controls and they whooshed off into 

space. It was going to be a long trip, 

so Stanley was glad he had brought 

the jam sandwiches.

To pass the time, Stanley brushed up 

on his knowledge of Mars. He typed 

‘Mars facts’ into the computer. After 

some whirring, a computerised voice 

said, “Mars is the fourth planet from 

the Sun. It has two moons, called 

Phobos and Deimos. Its red colour 

comes from iron oxide on its surface, 

and it has the tallest mountains in our 

solar system. It’s also where all the 

odd socks live.”  

 

 

Captain Stanley knew that last bit 

wasn’t correct, but Daddy had built 

the computer, which explained a lot. 

Finally, they arrived at the base on 

Mars and tried to make contact with 

the scientists who lived there. The 

radio was quiet for a moment, then  

a rather shaky voice shouted, “Help! 

Our robot is on the rampage and it’s 

locked us all in the fridge. We’re  

freezing cold – please hurry!”

But just as Captain Stanley and his 

crew were heading for the shivering 

scientists, the robot appeared. It 

seemed very agitated. 

In an angry robot voice, it said, “All 

humans must be refrigerated. All 

humans must be refrigerated or they 

will go off and smell like cheese!” 
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Captain Stanley looked at Engineer 

Daddy suspiciously. “Did you build this 

robot, Daddy?” 

Daddy blushed and looked up at the 

ceiling, pretending he hadn’t heard.

Suddenly, the rampaging robot was 

hurtling towards them. Leaping into 

action, Captain Stanley pulled out the 

R.E.M.O.T.E. and pressed the button, 

but nothing happened. The robot was 

getting closer. Stanley tried again. Still 

nothing happened. 

Daddy looked at Stanley with a guilty 

expression and shrugged. “Sorry. I 

forgot to put the batteries in!” 

What was Stanley going to do? The 

robot would soon be upon them and 

they would all be stuck in the fridge 

forever! Then, he had an idea. 

“Robot, wait!” shouted Stanley. The 

robot came to an abrupt halt. 

“Wibbergoffle, diddleput, plonkytang,” 

said Stanley.

The robot shook.

Stanley continued, “Ribbyklop,  

slappygum, kizzlesquash!” 

“Does not compute,” said the robot. 

“Figgleflobble, tribblywoot, 

hufferjeckle!” cried Stanley. 
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We’ve got a dotty constellation, some superhero design,  
and a monster-making challenge for you. It’s grrrr-eat!

Under  
THe SeA

1 Join the constellations of dots to  
discover creatures hiding in the  
seaweed, then colour them in!

Playb   xPlayb   x
StorytimeStorytime

2 Which animal was too fast and strong for the 
sky brothers in our Around the World tale?

Quick  
Quiz!

a. Eagle

b. Possum

c. kangaroo



3 Use your imagination, just like Stanley, 
to invent a rampaging robot on Mars. 
Draw it here!

BIG AND 
SMALL

4

Sort these animals from 
smallest to biggest, 
putting a number one 
next to the smallest. 

INveNt-A-Bot

TIP! 
 Read our  

story again for 
inspiration.

Degu

Elephant

Emu

Dik-Dik



Answers: 2. Quick Quiz – C; 4. Big and Small – Degu, Dik-Dik, Emu, Elephant. 6. Put Moscione in jail!

EAR  
EAR

MAKE A SEnSory TrAy
Ask a grown-up!

Can you find a diamond in the dirt, just like the cockerel  
did in this issue’s fable? what else can you find? 

5

BEwARE  
thE wolf! 

Quick-ear has overheard a secret 
conversation between the king and  
the princess. Cross out every second  
letter to work out what they said!

7
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•	 Take	a	deep	tray	or	baking	dish	and	half-fill	it	with		
play	sand,	rice	or	pulses.	You	could	also	do	this	in		
a	sandpit,	if	you	have	one.

•	 Hide	five	small	items	in	the	tray	–	they	can	be		
small	toys,	plastic	jewellery	or	even	photos.	

•	 Alternatively,	print	out	and	cut	out	our	sensory Tray  
Treasures.	Download	them	from	storytimemagazine.com/free.		
You	could	even	laminate	them	to	make	them	last	longer.

•	 Hide	them	in	the	tray,	burying	them	deep	in	the	sand.	If	you’re	using		
pictures,	you	could	attach	them	to	the	bottom	with	sticky	tack.

•	 Time	how	long	it	takes	you	to	find	each	item	or	just	one	of	the	five	items.	

TIP!       Make this more fun using coloured sand, dyed rice or scented rice.  

    To do this, pour rice into a sealable bag, add a couple of drops of lavender  

    or peppermint oil, squidge it around and leave it overnight.

6

PEUyTFMIorSJCBILoKnTEGISnTJrAVIFLy!

The big, bad wolf is hiding 
somewhere in storytime 
Playbox. Can you spot 
him? Colour in this cake 
when you find him.
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